
20,000 square feet in the RS area and a minimum of 40,000 in the 

RA area) and approximately 16 acres of multiple housing. 

areas are designated on the zoning map. 

These 

To estimate the current popul a tion of the one mile unincorpo

ra ted area, the first step is to ascertain the existing number of 

residences. These were counted at 821 during the housing survey 

conducted by the Division of Community Plann i ng . From this count 

a nd an estimate of population per household, an estimate of cu r 

rent population in this area was made . 

The population per household average in Southern P i nes is 

3.13. For Moore County, it is 3.65. The reason for la rger fami

lies beyond the incorporated area is not, a s it i s in some locales, 

th a t there is a larger percentage of nonwhites ( who norm a lly have 

larger families) outside of the corporate limits. There is a 

higher percentage of nonwhites inside Southern P ines ( about a 

third) th an in Moore County (about 20 percent ) . The explanation 

is, i nstead, the larger homes in this area, able to accommodate 

larger families (it was noted in the land use survey a nd analysis 

th a t the larger and more extensive homes in the pl a nning area 

are, indeed, beyond the corporate units ) and the fact that ch il d

less couples - both young and old - would have no real reason to 

live outside of town, while the cheaper l an d av a ilable in l a rge 

qu a ntities and the ability to keep a nimal s would appea l more to 

those with children. Too, farm families are often much larger 

than ar e those within corporate limits. However, these factors 

shou l d not be the only ones taken into consideration i n figuring 

the household size in the one mile unin c orporated area immediately 

per i pher a l to th e town of Southern Pines. Cl oseness to a town 

minimizes the effect of some of the factors discussed above and 

brings others into pl ay . This area is more u r b an th an i s strict 

c ountryside. Thus, the household popu lation ma y be somewhat lower, 

cl oser to the configuration observ ed in town . 

To adjust f or these fact ors and arr i ve at a figure by wh ich 

to multiply housing units and ar riv e at an estimate of the current 
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